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Caldwell First United Methodist Church
I’m still riding the spiritual highs of our Dec 5th Organ
and brass Christmas concert and the Dec 12th
Christmas program. What a powerful reminder that
though God can speak into our lives through all ways,
music is one of the most profound ways of His engaging
with us. No wonder that Bible has so many references
to music, song and connecting with God through
worship.
A quick, personal note of thanks for everyone who
made those services as powerful as they were. I
appreciate how much time, effort and energy went into
them, by so many.
Back to God speaking to us: Even in the Christmas story
we have occasions where Mary and Zechariah
(separately) express their joy in song. They are more
than poems (which you may be tempted to think as
you read them). Rather they are constructed in a way
that is more akin to the Psalms, which was a praise
style that the Jews were familiar with. All of that is a
great reminder that God not only speaks to us through
music and song, but we can speak to Him through the
same means.
This tells me that God pays attention, that He finds all
ways possible to communicate with us in the deepest
and most meaningful ways. It tells me that God has
created both simple and profound paths for us to hear
Him as well as tell Him.
I pray that you find many moments to both listen to
God and to honor God this Christmas. It is critical that
we find time to engage with God in a way that can
secure the roots of our faith more deeply than pain,
despair and fear have found a way to do in the last
couple of years.
Merry Christmas!
Pastor Wayne

Church Events
•

Dec 22nd - 6 PM
Caroling at St Josephs
Manor

•

Dec 24th – 4pm & 6 PM
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

•

Jan. 15th – MLK Day
(Office Closed)

The First United Methodist Church Christmas program brought the season to life with its
presentation of A Journey through Bethlehem. The story of Jesus was read by Waylon
Chapman, Jacy Anderson & Luis Ramirez.
Magical, worshipful music performed by our chancel choir, A&M choir students and an
Orchestra made up of A&M musicians and other talented instrumentalists filled the
sanctuary.
Well known favorites such as “O Come All Ye Faithful” & “Joy to the World” were added to
special songs like “ A Christmas Blessing” and “ Mary Did You Know”.
The live recording has been posted on our You Tube channel. (Caldwell First United
Methodist Church).

Men’s & Women’s WNL Groups and all Sunday
School Classes are TOTALLY invited to join us
Christmas Caroling at the St Joseph Manor
Wednesday December 22, 2021 at 6pm! The
more the merrier! Good voices up front! Not
horribly difficult and totally FREE way to share
the spirit of Christmas!
Be at the church at 5:30 pm to ride the bus.

JESUS IS THE
LIGHT
Candlelight Service
Jesus Is the Light is the message being shared with
kids and youth at our Children & Youth Candlelight
Christmas Celebration held on Wednesday,
12/15/2021.
At this time of Christmas, we share the Joy of our
greatest gift, Jesus!
Wishing everyone a Very Merry Christmas with a
reminder to Let the Light of Jesus Shine through
you, wherever you are!

It is important to
KNOW WHY YOU BELIEVE WHAT YOU BELIEVE
We all have questions about our Christian faith,
about the Bible and our spiritual journey. Ever
wished you could ask someone else what they
thought about your questions? Join us for this
new study series led by Pastor Wayne, starting
Thursday night, Jan 13th from 6pm – 7pm. The
KNOW WHY YOU BELIEVE WHAT YOU BELIEVE
series aims to look more at what makes up our
faith than what we believe about social issues
(which we have studied previously).
Email your questions to Pastor Wayne at
pastorwayne302@gmail.com or place them in
one of the boxes on the tables as you exit the
sanctuary. Obviously placing a question in a box
allows you to ask it anonymously, if you’re
concerned about your pastor knowing what your
doubts are!

Advent Devotional
Romans 13:11-14
Further, there is this-realize what time it is, that is now high time to be awakened
from sleep; for now your salvation is nearer than when you first believed. (11)
Like Paul and for many in our day, we too may feel haunted by the shortness of time. For Paul, it
was a major crisis in the world’s history for he initially expected the second coming of the Christ to
take place in his life time. The early church also had grown to expect it to happen at any moment
and therefore they believed they to had to be ready. Two thousand years have now passed since
that moment as the belief and anticipation began to flow within the mind and spirit of those first
believers all the way down to you and me. There are moments when that urgent expectation may
appear to grow dim and faint, but there is one permanent fact the remains. No one person knows
when the Spirit of the living God of all Creation will arise and bid each of us to go, whether the
task is in this life time or beyond. The time grows ever shorter for each of us every day for we
are nearing those significant awakenings and salvation is nearer than we may believe. We too
must be ready for God’s word can always find the human heart whatever the situation or
circumstance. The season of Advent has begun. Allow the expectance of His Spirit to blossom
within your mind and soul, not only to receive the beauty of His cleansing and healing grace, but
to share the fragrance of love and peace with all that we are near. And let the disciple of faith and
sojourner in quest say, Amen!
By Joe Ed Lamb
Pastor Caldwell First United Methodist Church
1976-1980

November Giving

Born: November 21, 2017 at 8:54 AM
Weight: 8 lbs. and 7 oz.
Length: 20 and 3/4 inches

Congratulations to TJ and Samantha!

