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A treasured friend of mine died recently. I officiated at his memorial service, a
great honor and a great difficulty at the same time. It was a good reminder
for me of the need to appreciate friends and to thank God for them. That

†

Tuesday Praise Team
Practice 7:00pm

†

Wednesday
Wednesday Nightlife
6:30pm
No Activities 11/24
Choir Practice
6:30pm
Friday Reunion Group
11:00am

sounds like a good thing to be thankful for this Thanksgiving!
I think we can all attest to food and friendship going hand in hand. It’s a
friendship treat to share a meal together.
We’ve had good fellowship because our kitchen crews have prepared

†

brunches, meals after the combined services, meals after funerals and meals
on Wednesday night for our kids and youth. Thanks to those teams for that! A

Coming Events

meal allows new friendships to develop and old ones to be celebrated. That’s
true even in times of tragedy and heartache. I was reminded of the profound
healing that is found in friendship at the meal after Whitney Gold’s service. It
was a great witness to hope and life as people visited with joy and immersed
themselves in each other.

• Nov 25th-Thanksgiving
Dinner
12:00 pm

that you love them and are thankful for the friendship you share. If they are a

• Dec 5th - Christmas
Concert
6:00 pm

person of faith, thank God for their gift of faith. If possible do it over a cup of

•

Dec 12th- Christmas
Program
8:30 am & 10:30 am

•

Dec 24th– Christmas Eve
Service
4:00pm & 6:00pm

Reach out to a friend who has lost a loved one recently. Remind them again

coffee and dessert or a meal.
If you’re available to help at the church’s Thanksgiving meal, let the office
know. Whether you are helping with set-up, cleaning up or serving you may
facilitate a friendship amongst those who are attending!

Blessings
Wayne

MIDDLE SCHOOL:

7:25 AM

INTERMEDIATE:

7:25 AM

HIGH SCHOOL:

7:30 AM

Thanksgiving Day Lunch

November 21 6:00pm

Community Wide
Thanksgiving Service
Cowboy Church
Please bring 2 canned goods
for the Elizabeth Lutheran
Food pantry

Thanksgiving Day lunch for church families and
relatives that don’t have anyone to celebrate
Thanksgiving with. Come join us November 25,
2021 at 12:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Enjoy great Food and Fellowship.

The Organ Project Update
Helping to extend life and add color as we give our
organ the tools it needs to serve our church for
generations to come.

Campaign Goal: $140,000
Current Contributions: $74,388.59
Campaign Date: October 2021- March 2022
Please prayerfully consider supporting our Organ
Project.

Food For Families Food
Food Drive Dec 1st at

St. Mary’s Parish Gym in Caldwell,
6:00a.m – 7:00pm
The holidays are a time when family and friends
come together. As we prepare for the holidays, we
invite you and your family to join us Wednesday,
December 1st, 2021
They are in need of volunteers to help out during the times the children are
not in school. 6:00-8:00am & 3:00 -7:00 PM

We Need Volunteers!
Here is how you can help:
† Cheerfully greet the folks that are dropping off food!
† You may use the carts if it is a heavy load.
† All items must be weighed! Take the items to the scale in the foyer.
† Once the items are weighed, bring them into the gym.
† When food comes in, it needs to be sorted by item (ex. beans, cereal, flour,
spaghetti, etc.). The tables are labeled by item. Stack the food on the tables
by item.
† If a can does not have a label, is rusty around the seams or if there are weevils
in a flour or cereal product, then throw it out. There is a dumpster right outside the gym.
† Do not place any homemade items in the boxes (homemade salsa, pickles,
etc.). Those items cannot be accepted.
† Once there are enough like items to load in the boxes, they can be EQUALLY
divided and can be placed in the sections of the ministries (Ex. a box of beans
goes to Christian Care, a box of beans goes to “In God’s Hands” Ministry and a
box of beans goes to Elizabeth Lutheran Church Community Pantry).
† MAKE SURE you have 3 like boxes of items before you take them to each
ministry table.
† You made a difference today and you are greatly appreciated!

Seed Thought
John 20:19-23

How quickly our perception may change, sometimes for the better, sometimes
not! Some time ago, I went shopping and as I walked through the entrance
doorway there stood a lady to greet people as their paths crossed. Normally, she
would wear a warm smile, but at that moment, the energy that radiated forth was
anger, made evident by the snarl on her face as the words gushed forth. A store
manager had told her that she needed to wear her name tag so that it could be
seen by those entering or exiting the place. “I have been here for 45 minutes” and
on and on continues the hostile vibration. Once she paused to draw breath, I
looked at her and asked if she had ever heard on eye said to the other one? “No”,
she exclaimed in a very angry tone. And I said, “I think there may be a breath between us!” She bounced back in a stage of rage, but after a moment, she paused,
reflecting upon what I had said and the state of anger began to shift into her usual
warm smile. God’s Son the Christ may not tell us a bit of humor in our state of anger, grief, fear, loss, but He will share His breath of His love, His cleansing touch,
His healing grace in the moment and all the moment in our lifetime.
And often, He offers that moment to be shared with someone we love, someone
we may know, perhaps even a complete stranger. So which are you, the one telling
the story or receiving it? Receive and share the breath between you. It is God’s
gift to each one of us. “And with that He breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the
Holy Spirit’”
By Joe Ed Lamb
Pastor Caldwell First United Methodist Church
1976-1980

CHRISTMAS GIVING
Our Christmas giving this year will support
Make Christmas Happen which serves the Caldwell
ISD area children ages 5th grade and under.
All donations need to be submitted to the church office by
December 14th. Checks may be made payable to
“In Gods Hands Ministry”
We are joining with them to help make Christmas happen
for children in our community.

Sunday, December 5, 2021
6:00pm

Join us as we celebrate the Christmas Season
with a Christmas Concert featuring:

Snack and Fellowship will follow the program.
An offering will be taken to support
The Organ Fund
Sunday December 12, 2021
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

6th Graders Retreat
This past weekend, six 6th grade girls
and Ms. Jan attended a weekend retreat at
Camp Cho-Yeh in the piney woods of
Texas, outside of Livingston. The topic of
the Journey Retreat was Grace, both
receiving it from God and extending
grace to others. We can never outrun
God’s grace! #PraiseGod, and we can
never give too much of it away. #Amen!

On Saturday, October 23rd about 35 kids and some families joined FUMC
Children & Youth Ministries at Santa Fe park for skits and activities about Jesus!
Lots of new faces in the crowd and we are so thankful! A big thank you to our
“Middle School Players” who did a wonderful job acting out the Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego Stand True and David Defeats Goliath skits.
A big thank you to Dawn Bowers who told the story of Midnight Praise with
Paul and Silas. Teenagers served as table leaders and were a powerful example
to younger kids about believing in Jesus. Thanks to all the volunteers that
helped set the scene, grill the lunch, and spiffy up the park.
Our first VBS in the park was a fun, important day!

VBS cont

The church was honored to be able to
host the Justin Gold Benefit. Thanks
to the community's generosity
$11,236.25 was received.

The youth fundraiser was a huge
success thanks to your generosity.
$10,458.00 was received.

OCTOBER GIVING
Date

Offering

Weekly Offering
Needed

10/3/2021

$10,389.83

$ 7,592.00

$ 2,797.83

10/10/2021
10/17/2021

$ 5,304.65
$11,322.67

$ 7,592.00
$ 7,592.00

$(2,287.35)
$ 3,730.67

10/24/2021

$ 3,560.25

$ 7,592.00

$(4,031.75)

10/31/2021

$ 8,267.00

$ 7,592.00

$ 675.00

Totals
$38,844.40
$37,960.00
At this point in the year we should have
Contributions thus far this year:

Over/(Under)

$(8,027.10)
$328,505.00
$361,245.80

Where does this leave us as of Oct. 31, 2021?
(Shortage) or Overage of $32,740.80

