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I mentioned these words in our last Town Hall meeting and would
like to repeat them so that those who were not able to attend
can participate.
The leadership presented Terri and me with a great surprise. It
was a certificate to spend a few nights at a B&B in Granbury
(where we plan to retire), along with a certificate to a nice
restaurant.
I commented that I cannot fulfill this vocation on my own. It takes
the underpinnings of my beautiful and supportive wife, Terri, an
enthusiastic staff, a board that has moved this church forward in
leaps and bounds on the business end and those of you who are
my quiet challengers/encouragers. Thank you for being a
supportive congregation and for this surprise gift. We have been
able to achieve much in our 8-plus years together!
As we get ready to retire at the end of June, 2022 we have been
asked some questions:
Why not retire here? The United Methodist Church asks us as
retiring pastors to move away from the community we last
pastored so that the new pastor can get their grounding. It also
serves the purpose that the outgoing pastor can retire
successfully.
Why Granbury (about an hour West of Fort Worth, and a little
South)? We love the area and its topography, it is a little
less humid. It is a quaint town with amenities being within
the town.
With Love
Pastor Wayne
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Coming Events
• Nov 5-7th-6th Grade Camp
• Nov 6th-Justin Fundraiser
• Nov 7th – DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
ENDS!

• Nov 14th- Combined Service/Chili
Lunch/Bake Auction

• Nov 15th – Board of Stewards

Chili Lunch & Bake Auction
November 14th @ 12:00 PM

Your Generous Gifts To The youth Fundraiser will
help us to:
Provide Scholarships for Camp
Donate Funds For Big House
& UM Army
Other Mission Projects

To Donate Baked Goods for the Auction
Please contact Laura Kellough @
979-567-3778

Burleson County Livestock Show
MIDDLE

We Are So Proud of ALL our kids that
participated in the 2021 Burleson County Fair.

SCHOOL:
7:25 AM
INTERMEDI-

Seed Thought
I John 4:21
“The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes living
people. You have to love both.”
The writer of this verse is a man of few words. Even so, they are words of enormous depth
and persuasion. To the very depths of the core of our inner being, if we are going to love the
God who created all there is, to love humanity, to love ourselves, we must first let go of all
the inner baggage of anger, guilt, fear, often self-inflicted, so that we, you and I may allow the
fragrance and warmth of the love and healing to bath our souls. Once at a healing service
where I pastored, I had asked someone to bring a balloon filled with helium so I could use it
as an example of allowing God’s grace to take the whole package of inner darkness and let it
rise above our heads. The lady who had gotten the balloon tied a string to it so that after the
service I could remove it and we could put everything back in proper order in the chapel
before we went home. The only problem was, she had tied it with a very stout string that I
could not break away from the weight. During that moment I said, “isn’t that just like some of
all of us as we attempt to release all of our brokenness to the Christ, but the cord may be so
strong that we can’t break it and send it into the hands of our Lord? Upon another occasion
with group of young people, we had been sharing about how we are to let go of all the negative stuff in our lives as we walked outside the building where we had been meeting. I gave
each on a balloon and said to tie all of your fears, angers, your guilts and shames to the end
of the string around the balloon and when you feel it is time, let them go. Releasing them
they watched each one as it sailed away upon the currents of air sailing across the horizon
into the waiting hands of God. There were smiles, there were tears and there were hugs as
we parted. Indeed, we must practice loving God, loving others in our daily journey. And as we
put that into practice, we must also practice loving the child God has created, you and me!
Release your balloon and set sail.
Joe Ed

Friends,

Our Board of Stewards recently approved fundraising efforts to do extensive repairs and upgrades to the church pipe organ after
receiving a report from a subcommittee focused on researching our needs.
The last organ refurbishment was done in 1994, over 26 years ago. Repairs include updating the electronics of the organ so that the
main power fuses cannot be blown when lightning strikes in our area. The wind/air issue is related to the organ’s air blower,
installed in 1927, which can cause a lag in airflow significantly altering the pitch and tone of organ sound quality. Lastly, there are
some existing pipes which need repair and/or replacement. The view of the organ, chancel area, pipes and choir loft will not change.
Only the console of the organ will change.
Because extensive repair is needed, we find this to be the opportune time to update and enhance our organ, bringing it into the 21st
century by adding digital components that will give it the “color” necessary to play with warmer and sweeter tones. The upgrade
will allow the ability to play all genres of music to support both traditional and contemporary styles of worship. With these
enhanced capabilities, the greatly improved organ would also allow increased musical opportunities to connect with our community.
The total cost for repairs and improvements is $140,000. We currently have $62,000 raised toward our goal. Our fundraising will
cross the year end and will include several events and opportunities to give a one-time gift or a set amount over time. You can give
to the organ fund in three ways: 1) through the Vanco giving app which can be downloaded on your phone or computer where you
can designate your gift to the “organ fund”, 2) cash in an envelope during worship or mailing it to or dropping it off at the church
office designating the organ fund, or 3) by check, placing the designation of “organ fund” in the memo section. We realize that you
may prefer to give over time and for that reason we have included a pledge card for the organ fund so that you may let us know about
your intention to give over a specific time period. We anticipate the fundraising to conclude at the end of March 2022.
We have included some “sentiments from the congregation” identifying reasons the organ is important to people in our congregation.
We hope that you will take a few moments and read through them and consider a donation. We appreciate your regular gifts to the
church operating budget which pays our bills. Gifts designated to the organ fund will help the church pay for organ repair and
improvements. We hope you will prayerfully consider giving to both.

In service and stewardship,
Board of Stewards:

Organ Research & Planning Committee:
Becky Aldridge, Kim Boetger, Ann Chapman, Bobbie Chapman, Bridget Ingram, Ina Odstrcil & Phillip Staggs

Sentiments from the Congregation
I believe the organ is vital to our church. One reason it is important is that Phillip uses it as a tool to serve God. He is a church leader,
and he uses music to set the tone for worship. He uses it to lead us in song and inspire us in reflection. Sometimes, my mind can be a
million miles away, but hearing and feeling the music can help me open my heart, soul, and mind. The organ’s majestic sound is
perfect for conveying the message because it can make sounds that reflect so many emotions and feelings about God. It can be majestic and regal, or it can sound meek and tender. It can be happy and upbeat, or commanding. Alone, or combined with voice and/or
piano, the organ is an integral part of worship. I am thankful that God has blessed our church with such amazing music every Sunday.
Leslie Hester, Traditional Service
The organ is an integral part of praise/worship. Beauty is brought into the service, whether contemporary or traditional. Would like
to see more organ music in the contemporary service (gospel etc.).
Lynda Buck, Contemporary Service
The church organ is the piece that sets the tone and unites the congregation in worship. I’m inspired by the music and can’t imagine a
church service without organ and or piano music.
Betty Doughtie, Traditional Service

The sound of the organ awakens your soul, It is loud and proud and this reminds me of how God wants my faith to be. I love to hear
it, I feel like I am at peace.
Paige Odenbach, College Student, Traditional Service

Sentiments from the Congregation (Cont)
The organ provides a spiritual aura for worship. It is a versatile instrument that can be utilized in either traditional / contemporary
services. We have a responsibility to commit resources to maintain the magnificent instrument.
Ina Odstrcil, Traditional Service
I believe that the organ is an important part of our FUMC service. I would really miss it if we no longer had it. I know from personal
experience that you learn from the words to the hymns which contain important repetitive scripture. The sound of the organ playing
also helps get me ready to worship. It calms me down and helps me focus on that day’s message. At other times, it pumps me up
with its “joyful noise”!
Very important to keep the Organ music in our church service.

Vickie Novosad, Traditional Service
Dena Matcek, Contemporary Service

Music has always been an important part of our worship service. It can and does stir the soul in a way that words alone cannot. I
know in my church experience, there have been many times when music and song have brought tears and joy to my heart. Whether it
is praise music or traditional, it connects us with our Lord and Savior and gives us a wonderful way of expressing our faith. It is for
these reasons that I always have and will support anything that enhances our music in worship. Please support the present project of
improving our church organ. To me, it is very possible that by doing this, someone’s soul may be awakened and give their life to the
Lord. For those of us who have already done this, it can inspire us to do greater things for our Lord.
Kirk Chapman, Traditional Service
I think having an organ is very important to a church service. When I think of worshipping in church through songs I think of an organ. Every single church in my opinion should have an organ.
Connor Hughson, Youth Traditional Service
Our forefathers provided our church with a state-of-the-art organ to enhance the worship service. We owe it to them and to future
generations to continue that tradition by investing in updates that are required to meet standards of today.
Bill Johnson, Traditional Service

We are excited to be able to offer this weekend retreat for our 6th graders at Camp Cho-Yeh in Livingston, TX, November 5-7.
We hope that your 6th grader will join us!
This retreat focuses on John Wesley's threefold ideas of grace - Prevenient, Justifying, and Sanctifying Grace. There will also be time for worship, small groups, and outdoor fun!
FUMC-Caldwell attended this weekend retreat in 2019 and we had a great time! We will be leaving
FUMC-Caldwell Friday, November 5 at 4:45 pm and returning Sunday, November 7 at 2:00 pm.
A quick decision needs to be made! If your calendar allows it, your 6th grader will not be sorry they
attended this fun weekend in November.

Contact Jan for details.

Santa Fe Park
(At the end of Fawn St. next to the tennis courts.)

Bible Stories! Games! Lunch!

All Kids Welcome
(Ages 4 & younger Adult Required to Stay)

October 23rd
11:00am-3:00pm

If you would like to take one of the old
church sanctuary doors you are welcome.
You can pick them up in the basement. Full
disclosure; when you look at them more
closely you will see they are well worn!

Serving in the Community
Elizabeth Lutheran Church
Community Pantry
On the third Saturday of each month (8:00 am-11:00 am) the Community Pantry
at Elizabeth Lutheran (165 Co Rd 307, Caldwell, TX 77836) distributes food and
meals for those in need. These are hard times for many families and when resources run low at the end of the month we want to be there to help.

Looking for Volunteers
1. We ask volunteers to come at 7 am to bag, sort and set up. Your are
Welcome anytime. Stay as long as you can...leave when you have to.

2. Pantry distribution is from 8 am to 11 am, 3rd Saturday.
3. A 5-minute orientation brief, starts about 7:45 am. Prayer and briefing
about 7:55 am
4. We need a few adult volunteers about 9 am Fridays before, to unload
truck...call Elizabeth Lutheran at (979) 567-4286 on that.
5. Small kids with adults are welcome...we have many come with parents or
grandparents. School kids such as Honor Society or teams come with their
coaches.
6. Casual work clothes, tennis shoes and weather appropriate gear... We have
t shirts made every once in a while so we sort of match. Dress for comfort and
safety.

THE MEDIA DEPARTMENT
I greatly appreciate the warm welcome I have received since I
began my work here at Caldwell FUMC. I immediately feel the
energy and warmth this congregation offers to the community it
serves. I am honored to be chosen to work with all of you and
welcome any input that you all may have on the Media
department. Please don’t hesitate to contact me and let me
know if you have any suggestions on what we could do together
to make positive movements forward and honor our Lord with
our avenues of worship.
I am eagerly learning all I can regarding how the Media department is set up and I hope to be an instrument for
God’s work in all that I do here. Please help me to get to know each of better by introducing yourselves when you
see me in the building. It may take me time to learn all your names and faces and I hope to do so in short time.
May God bless our church and or community and hold each of you in the palm of his hand.
Blessings,
Chandler Perkins

SEPTEMBER GIVING
Date

Offering

Weekly Offering
Needed

Over/(Under)

9/5/2021

$12,531.38

$7,592.00

$ 4,939.38

9/12/2021
9/19/2021

$ 3,865.19
$ 5,191.14

$7,592.00
$7,592.00

$(3,726.81)
$(2,400.86)

9/26/2021

$ 10,849.02

$7,592.00

$ 3,257.02

Totals

$32,436.73

$30,368.00

$ 2,068.73

At this point in the year we should have
Contributions thus far this year:
Where does this leave us as of Sep 30, 2021?

$290,545.00
$322,401.40

(Shortage) or Overage of $31,853.40

